About a quarter of infections with DENV are symptomatic. So called 'classic dengue fever' is characterised by fever, rash, headache, and muscle and joint pain. Severe and potentially fatal disease occurs in about 1% of cases of DENV infection. This is characterised by plasma leakage with or without haemorrhage.
The DENVs are predominately transmitted between humans by the mosquito, Aedes aegypti, which has adapted its lifestyle to human habitation. Biological traits of this species that enhance its ability to serve as a vector of DENVs are: (1) it feeds almost exclusively on humans; (2) multiple blood feeding behaviour whereby a single female can bite several times to obtain a bloodmeal, thus potentially infecting numerous people; (3) adaptation to use man-made containers, such as tyres and potplant bases, as larval habitats; and (4) it prefers to feed and rest indoors.
The Asian tiger mosquito, Aedes albopictus, can also efficiently transmit DENVs and has driven outbreaks in locations where Ae. aegypti is absent or are in low numbers. However, Ae. albopictus does not share the same anthropophilic ecology as Ae. aegypti and so outbreaks caused by this species are generally not of the same magnitude as those driven by Ae. aegypti.
Dengue in Australia
The DENVs are not endemic to Australia, but are intermittently introduced by infected travellers. Disease attributed to DENV infection has occurred historically in Australia since the 1800s.
Early outbreaks involved 1000s of cases and whilst primarily fo- 
Dengue control in Australia
In the absence of an effective DENV vaccine or specific antiviral treatment, the primary disease control strategy is suppression of 
